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Cumbria Living Heritage Members’ 
‘15 Minutes of Fame’ Claims
Cumbria’s Living Heritage members all have decades or centuries of history in their 
locker, but in the spirit of Andy Warhol, in what would have been the month of his 
90th birthday, they’ve crystallised a few things that could be further explored in 15 
minutes of internet research.

Some have also breathed life into the famous names associated with them, to 
reimagine them in a pop art style.

All of their claims to fame would occupy you for much longer than 15 minutes, if 
you visited them to explore them further, so why not do that and discover how 
interesting heritage can be? Here’s a top-to-bottom-of-the-county look at why they 
all have something to shout about.
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www.armitt.com

The Armitt Museum, Gallery and Library has an 
exquisite collection, including first editions of Beatrix 
Potter’s ‘Little Books’ and a large number of her 
detailed botanical watercolours, featuring fungi 
and wildlife such as a ‘Common Bat, Pipistrelle, 
Flittermouse’.  But that is not all.  The Armitt also 
houses the largest collection of works by artist Kurt 
Schwitters on permanent display in Britain, with no 
fewer than 30 treasures to see. Where else could you 
also see a letter from John Ruskin to his doctor and 
the Beggars Entry Book for Ambleside, as well as the 
full material archive from excavations at Ambleside 
Roman Fort and a wealth of other information relating 
to Ambleside’s Roman heritage?

Armitt Museum and Library, Ambleside

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/acorn-bank

There’s no doubting Acorn Bank’s claim to have the 
National Trust’s largest collection of culinary and 
medicinal herbs, with around 300 varieties now to be 
found here, within small gardens that have developed 
over the course of over 350 years. There are now 
over 100 local apple varieties grown in the orchards, 
inspiring an Apple Day event in mid-October, and 
there’s also a ha-ha and the Dalston Oak – the oldest 
tree on the estate - into which you can climb, if 
you feel inclined!  Added to this, there is a working 
watermill, operating most weekend afternoons and 
grinding Acorn Bank flour, whilst from November 3 
and until December 31, you can visit and see ‘The Tiger 
Who Came to Tea’.  He might not have dropped in 
for a cuppa, but he will be in an exhibition of author 
Judith Kerr’s artwork, celebrating his 50th anniversary

Acorn Bank

www.abbothall.org.uk

Abbot Hall is renowned for its remarkable collection 
of works, shown off to perfection in a Georgian house 
dating from 1759, which is one of Kendal’s finest 
buildings.  It has a significant collection of works by 
artists such as JMW Turner, J R Cozens, David Cox, 
Edward Lear and Kurt Schwitters, as well as having a 
significant collection of portraits by George Romney, 
who served his apprenticeship in Kendal. This includes 
a magnificent portrait - ‘The Gower Children’.  The 
other major piece in the gallery is The Great Picture, a 
triptych by Jan van Belcamp portraying the 40-year 
struggle of Lady Anne Clifford to gain her rightful 
inheritance, through illustrations of her circumstances 
at different times during her life.  With works by 
Lowry, Tony Bevan, Paula Rego, Winifred and Ben 
Nicholson, sculpture by Hepworth, lithographs by 
Picasso and Henry Moore and aquatints by Sean 
Scully, there is a huge variety of art to enjoy.

Abbot Hall Art Gallery, Kendal



 www.brantwood.org.uk

Experience John Ruskin’s legacy and inspiration at 
Brantwood, Brantwood is more than just John Ruskin’s 
home for the last 28 years of his life, being a living home 
in which the social influencer’s possessions create a 
feeling of authenticity and relevance to today’s visitor. 
It has numerous claim to fame beyond this, having 
eight unique gardens, including the ‘Zig Zaggy’, based 
on Dante’s Purgatorial Mount and taking visitors on an 
allegorical journey to Paradise, and the ‘Hortus Inclusus’, 
which sees 200 herbs laid out as a medieval manuscript, 
to explore their use as either culinary, medicinal, cosmetic 
or aesthetic assets.  The ‘Professor’s Garden’, on the other 
hand, contains Ruskin’s Bee Penthouse, whilst above it 
sits the slate throne of ‘Ruskin’s Seat’. But that’s not all.  
There is also the opportunity to play a version of Ruskin’s 
49-key, 4-octave slate lithophone formed from ‘musical 
rocks’ representing the geology of the Lakes.  Add to 
this a one-octave iRock instrument that uses multi-media 
technology to create interactive explanations of the 
geological properties of the rocks played and it really is a 
special ‘brew’ at Brantwood, even before you step into its 
wonderful terrace coffee house, admire the glorious lake 
views over Coniston, or board Steam Yacht Gondola.

Brantwood, Coniston

www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/birdoswald-ro-
man-fort-hadrians-wall

There are unique things to do at Birdoswald, whether 
you decide to get to grips with building bricks, 
to discover how the mighty Hadrian’s Wall was 
constructed, or just explore the longest remaining, 
continuous stretch of Hadrian’s Wall from AD 122 
and imagine life as a Roman auxiliary guarding the 
Roman Empire’s interests.  Here, you can see the best-
preserved fort gate on the Wall – one of 16 in use here 
for over 300 years – plus the remains of a Dark Age 
hall and medieval tower house. The vista over the 
Irthing valley is also well worth taking in, if you can tear 
yourself away from Roman-themed play and games.

Birdoswald Roman Fort, Gilsland, Brampton 
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www.nationaltrust.org.uk/allan-bank-and-grasmere

It’s quite something to be located in a place described 
as “the loveliest spot that man hath ever found”, 
particularly when these words are used by the poet 
Wordsworth, but that is a claim enjoyed by Allan Bank 
in Grasmere, where the poet lived between 1808 and 
1811.  It is a Grade II-listed villa, but the interesting 
thing about it is that Wordsworth, when living at Dove 
Cottage, objected strongly to it, describing it as “a 
temple of abomination.”  However, needs must and his 
growing family needed a home and Allan Bank was 
the only rentable property available in Grasmere.  The 
poet Coleridge also lived at Allan Bank for two years, 
whilst De Quincey lingered for three months, on one 
visit. Poems written from this property include ‘The 
Excursion’, whilst William also wrote the first edition of 
his ‘Guide to the Lakes’ from here. These days, visitors 
can relax in the house, enjoy crafts, take a 45-minute 
riverside walk, explore the Grasmere lakeshore and 
enjoy Billie Buzzard’s wild garden trail.

Allan Bank, Grasmere

www.askhamhall.co.uk

Askham Hall’s claim to fame is that it was once 
the home of the 7th Earl of Lonsdale, who moved 
to the hall following the dismantling of Lowther 
Castle in 1937.  It is a Grade I listed building that 
was originally a 12th century pele tower and then 
converted into an Elizabethan mansion in the 
sixteenth century. It was bought by the Lowther 
family just over 200 years ago and converted into 
a boutique hotel.  Its Grade II-listed gardens are the 
source of much of the produce used in the kitchen’s 
menus, with ingredients such as white violets, day 
lily shoots and wild garlic delighting guests’ palates.  
The Kitchen Garden Café is also housed in a notable 
building – a Grade II-listed barn.

Askham Hall, Nr Penrith
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www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/brougham-castle

Brougham Castle, built in the 13th century and on 
the site of a Roman fort, has entertained Edward 1 
and James 1 and is one of the properties for which 
the indomitable Lady Anne Clifford waged a 40-
year battle, when fighting for her rightful inheritance.  
Founded by Robert de Vieuxpont, at a scenic place 
by the River Eamont, the castle has been sacked, 
rebuilt and then abandoned, at various points in its 
history.  It notably inspired artist JMW Turner to create 
a sketch and then a watercolour of it, is mentioned at 
the start of Wordsworth’s epic poem ‘The Prelude’ and 
was the subject of Wordsworth’s ‘Song at the Feast 
of Brougham Castle Upon the Restoration of Lord 
Clifford, the Shepherd, to the Estates and Honours 
of his Ancestors’.  It was also described as a “very 
fine ruin” by William Wilberforce. Lady Anne Clifford 
discovered Roman coins and three altars here, whilst it 
was also once supposedly the home of a giant named 
Turquin – possibly Sir Tarquin, an adversary of Sir 
Lancelot.

Brougham Castle 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/beatrix-potter-gal-
lery-and-hawkshead

This wonderful gallery always offers unique insight 
into the world of Beatrix Potter and her life as an 
author, illustrator and Lakeland farmer, making it a 
must-visit venue for all who grew up with her ‘Little 
Books’ or who now read them to their children. 
However, in 2018, its claim to fame is that it is offering 
a rare opportunity to see the original Peter Rabbit 
letter that inspired her most famous work, ‘The Tale 
of Peter Rabbit’.  Additionally, those visiting before 
October 28 2018 will be able to see an exhibition 
celebrating 100 years of the ‘Tale of Johnny Town 
Mouse’, whilst revelling in Miss Potter’s illustrations of 
pigs, kittens and other countryside creatures.

The Beatrix Potter Gallery  

www.brockhole.co.uk

Brockhole’s claim to fame does not just revolve 
around the fact that it was the location for the UK’s 
first National Park Visitor Centre.  When owned by 
silk merchant William Gaddum, it was also a home 
to which his wife (nee Edith Potter) would regularly 
invite her cousin, Beatrix, for a visit.  Its croquet lawn 
is just one of the places in which you can imagine 
Beatrix enjoying family time with the Gaddums and 
their name, like hers, lives on today, being adopted by 
Brockhole’s rather good new restaurant. However, the 
10-acre formal gardens that form part of its 30 acres 
are of National Importance in their own right, having 
been designed by internationally renowned Thomas 
Mawson, designer of the Peace Palace Gardens at The 
Hague. The terrace was designed to be a spot from 
which to enjoy views of two important mountains – 
Pike of Stickle and Harrison Stickle.  Nowhere else can 
really boast this sight, with this degree of focus.

Brockhole on Windermere

www.blackwell.org.uk

This holiday home, once owned by a Lord Mayor of 
Manchester, is a house in which every detail pays 
homage to the Arts and Crafts movement, making 
it, arguably, the finest example of an Arts and Crafts 
house in Britain.  Designed by Baillie Scott for 
brewery owner, Sir Edward Holt, every room offers 
an outstanding level of craftsmanship, whether that 
is in the carved wood, the stained-glass windows, 
the mosaic floors, the hessian wall-hangings or the 
beautiful plasterwork in the stunning White Drawing 
Room, which looks down on Windermere.  Delicate 
stylised tulips are a motif running throughout 
the house, whilst rowan leaves and berries are 
incorporated, to add symbols from the Holt family’s 
crest. With the White Drawing Room including 
reference to the fantasy tree house that Baillie 
designed for Crown Princess Marie of Romania, it is 
hard not to feel regal in this magnificent property.

Blackwell, The Arts & Crafts House
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www.dalemain.com

As the UK goes ‘Picnic at Hanging Rock’ mad, 
Dalemain can boast its own links to the hysteria. 
Martindale Hall, Australia, which appeared in 
the original film, was inspired by Dalemain and 
inextricably linked to it through a tale of unrequited 
love. Apart from that, however, Dalemain has much 
more to offer – a breathtaking Chinese room with 
original hand-painted wallpaper that travelled in tea 
clippers from China in 1757, a sleeping giant and a 
topiary dragon, famous Himalayan Blue Poppies, a 
priest’s hiding hole, the home of Mrs Mouse on the 
stairs, secret recipe scones and the diary of Lady 
Anne Clifford (1676), who was the employer of 
Dalemain’s 17th century owner, Sir Edward Hasell.  It 
also just happens to be the home of world-famous 
Marmalade Festival and has its own marmalade 
made to a 17th century recipe.

Dalemain Mansion and Historic Gardens

www.wordsworth.org.uk

The fact that William Wordsworth moved into 
this ‘lowly dwelling’ in 1799 gives it all the kudos 
required for 15 minutes of fame, but he shared 
this home with his sister Dorothy – another fine 
writer – and, at times, other famous names such as 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge and Thomas de Quincey. 
Visitors can imagine the “plain living and high 
thinking” that took place here during a tour, or 
wander a garden restored to the semi-wild state 
the Wordsworths fostered. Unique items can be 
seen in the Wordsworth Museum, whether these 
are Wordsworth’s skates, socks or famous ‘green 
goggles’.  See Dorothy’s famous Grasmere Journal, 
a first edition of Lyrical Ballads and a wide variety 
of possessions, documents, letters, works of art, as 
well as much more.

Dove Cottage & The Wordsworth Museum

www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/carlisle-castle/

There is no disputing the claims to fame of a castle at 
which Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned by order of 
her cousin Elizabeth I and where today’s ‘Lady’s Walk’ is 
named after the area in which the famous prisoner was 
allowed to stroll for exercise and fresh air. Additionally, 
it has been a place of imprisonment for Bonnie Prince 
Charlie and the renowned Border Reiver, Kinmont Willie 
Armstrong, whose escape was highly dramatic, as a 
visit to Carlisle Castle will convey.  There is also the 
opportunity to visit the Warden’s Apartment, which 
housed the bedroom of King Richard III, see one of the 
best-preserved castle gatehouses in the country and 
spot mysterious stone carvings in the castle’s keep, 
which depict a mermaid, knight, and animals including 
a stag, boar and fish, which may have been carved by 
bored castle guards.

Carlisle Castle, Carlisle 

www.cumbriasmuseumofmilitarylife.org

This museum has a unique and dedicated focus, with 
its story trained on the 300-year history of the 34th 
and 55th Regiments of Foot, the Border Regiment, the 
King’s Own Royal Border Regiment and the current 
Duke of Lancaster’s regiment, whose campaigns have 
taken place in countries such as Canada, India, Corfu, 
the USA, South Africa and Korea. This makes it a mecca 
of insight for relatives of those who lived in the local 
area and served Crown and country. Everyone is moved 
in some way by the stories of loyal men of immense 
courage that they hear and read about, whilst some 
wish to trace details of family members whose stories 
are yet to be revealed.  The museum also has two 
unknown soldiers, whose identity it hopes will one day 
be discovered. Head there before September 2 2018 
and you can also see individually created artworks by 
local people in Cumbria and Dumfries and Galloway 
who have expressed what ‘Remembrance’ means to 
them.

Cumbria’s Museum of Military Life
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www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/furness-ab-
bey/

Furness Abbey was once the home of medieval abbots 
and it enjoyed its 15 minutes of fame in 2012, when the 
first crozier to have been excavated in over 50 years was 
found at the site, along with an impressive gemstone 
ring.  The abbey was founded in 1123 by Stephen, who 
later became King of England.  By the 15th century, it 
was the second richest Cistercian abbey in England, 
having survived the arrival of Robert the Bruce by 
paying him off.  Unfortunately, it could not prevent the 
destruction that Henry VIII ordered, but can claim to be 
mentioned in Wordsworth’s poem, The Prelude and to 
have been sketched by Turner. Add to that the fact that 
Teddy Roosevelt played in its ruins as a child and that it 
reputedly has three ghosts, and there are lots of talking 
points.  It now consists of impressive remains, with an 
ornately decorated chapter house and cloisters and 
boasts a collection of rare and remarkable stone effigies. 
It has also been the scene for many a mystery play, the 
last series (1988) attended by author and TV presenter, 
Melvyn Bragg

Furness Abbey 

www.forestry.gov.uk/grizedale

Grizedale was the first forest for sculpture that the UK 
had known and, since 1977, internationally renowned 
artists have created sculptures in response to the forest’s 
unique landscape and environment.  It takes pride in 
being home to over 40 sited artworks throughout the 
forest, with others currently at a planning stage.  Visitors 
can enjoy the sight of a musical-box-style key sticking 
out of a tree trunk, if they visit the ‘Clockwork Forest’ 
(2011), or see the ‘Lady of the Water’, by Alannah Robbins 
(1995) ‘showering’ by a cascade. There are other amazing 
sculptures to enjoy, such as the giant botanically inspired 
‘Some Fern’ (1997), the upright and slightly deified 
‘Romeo’ (2013) and the tilting ‘17 Degrees South’ (1977), 
acting almost as a magnifying glass for use with the 
panorama it frames.  With its sculptures, Grizedale has 
certainly blazed a trail, but it also boasts plenty of walking 
and cycling trails too, plus a host of other activities 
visitors can enjoy whilst being at one with nature.

Grizedale

www.holehirdgardens.org.uk

These idyllic gardens, offering breathtaking views 
across Windermere to the Langdale Pikes and the 
Lakeland Fells, deserve acclaim on the basis of 
the enthusiasm and dedication of the volunteers 
who solely run them.  Holehird Gardens are home 
to four National Collections of plants – astilbe, 
daboecia, polystichum and meconopsis – all in 
the Upper Gardens.  There is also the opportunity 
to gain a unique sense of gardens set within, 
enriching and taking reflected glory from the 
magnificent landscape of the South Lakes, whether 
you are looking at the Gunnera Pool and Cascade, 
directing water away from the fellside via Victorian 
underground pipes and conduits, or gazing towards 
the Lower Terrace’s sunken, which creates the illusion 
of there being no boundary between the gardens 
and the landscape beyond.

Holehird Gardens

www.holker.co.uk

Holker’s gardens were named BBC Countryfile’s 
‘Garden of the Year’ in 2016, whilst its 17th century 
Great Lime, with a girth measuring 25 feet, was 
named one of the Tree Council’s ’50 Great British 
Trees’.  Inside Holker, you will see the room in 
which Queen Mary slept in 1937, Chippendale 
chairs in the dining room, an amazing cantilevered 
staircase with 100 individually designed balusters, 
a Hepplewhite four-poster bed and a caricature by 
Joshua Reynolds. Outside, your attention will switch 
to a National Collection of Styracaceae, a 17th 
century, Italian-crafted marble statue of Neptune 
at the Holker garden’s ‘Cascade’ and the thought-
provoking Holker Labyrinth. This has a design 
inspired by a Hindu temple in Northern India and 
12 slate megaliths surrounding it, which reference 
Cumbria’s renowned stone circles and which are 
formed of Burlington slate from the Holker Estate. 

Holker Hall & Gardens



www.lowthercastle.org

Lowther Castle once boasted a room for every day of 
the year and was designed by Robert Smirke, of British 
Museum architecture fame.  Now it boasts the UK’s largest 
wooden playground – the Lost Castle – formed from 11 
miles of timber and with echoes of ruined Lowther.  How 
Lowther became ruined is explained in an exhibition, 
partly focusing on extravagant spending by the Yellow 
Earl - the AA’s first president and president of Arsenal FC 
too (the reason they have a yellow logo and away strip, 
respectively). He also legalised boxing, hence the yellow 
belt. But the 5th Earl of Lonsdale competes for attention 
with ‘Wicked Jimmy’ (the 1st) who allegedly kept a young 
mistress’s corpse for 7 weeks and whose ghost, horse 
and carriage are seen on the anniversary of his death, if 
there’s a full moon. A slavery ledger, stunning silverware, 
stuffed husky, JMW Turner painting of Lowther and the 
seal granted to Hugh de Lowther in 1283 by Edward 1, are 
also on view. 

Lowther Castle
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www.hutton-in-the-forest.co.uk

You cannot have a bigger claim to fame in the annals of 
English history than having a link to the now mystical King 
Arthur. On that basis, the fact that Hutton-in-the-Forest 
– a home already existing in 1292 when King Edward I 
visited – is supposed to be the Green Knight’s Castle in 
the Arthurian story of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, 
really impresses. The house’s drawing room is home to a 
suite of Gillows of Lancaster furniture in the Hepplewhite 
style, with a small rosette at the top of the legs, and side-
by-side quarrelsome chairs.  There’s also a fabulously 
carved Cupid staircase, featuring a magnificent carving of 
winged boys swinging on acanthus leaves, which echoes 
a panel from the ‘Playing Boys’ Mortlake tapestries that 
await viewing by those reaching the stop of the stairs.  
Furthermore, there is a poignant claim to fame relating to 
the cricket pitch, which was suddenly abandoned in 1914, 
when news of the outbreak of World War I was received.

Hutton-in-the-Forest 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hill-top

The fact that this 17th century farmhouse was purchased 
by Beatrix Potter in 1905, is half of its claims to fame, but 
when we add that it was bought with the proceeds from 
the Tale of Peter Rabbit, you begin to understand why 
this home is so intrinsically tied to Beatrix’s story – pardon 
the pun.  It contains 1433 objects linked to her, such as 
her bronze frog, a pottery tile that she painted aged 14, 
featuring anatomical-style drawings of a family of rabbits, 
a teapot celebrating the coronation of King Edward VII, a 
teacup designed by her father Rupert and a red and white 
spotted handkerchief which found its way into the ‘Tale 
of Benjamin Bunny’. This time-capsule of her life also has 
a haphazard garden that rabbits like Peter loved, being 
full of flowers, herbs, fruit and vegetables.  Wise souls and 
Peter Rabbit fans will soon see that, if they know anything 
about Beatrix’s books and can recall their illustrations, 
there are numerous items that will evoke special reactions 
and realisations.

Hill Top  

www.kirklintonhall.co.uk

Kirklinton had a fair degree of notoriety back in 
the day – well, the 1960s to be precise – when 
the 17th century mansion became ‘The Borders 
Club’ - a casino and nightclub, with a glass-floored 
ballroom that became a hangout for gangsters, 
including the Kray twins when things got too hot 
for them in London.  It fell into disuse and decay 
thereafter, but is now being lovingly restored, whilst 
offering visitors the opportunity to walk beside a 
beck and cascades of water, to view the face of 
fairy princess, Maelgwyn, carved into the rock in a 
Faerie Glen. Other things awaiting explorers include 
a 14-acre beautiful walled garden, a quince grove,  
aduck palace and a nuttery, not to mention outdoor 
delights such as Picnic Cinema.  Kirklinton’s latest 
claim to fame is that it is now the home of Slow 
Food Cumbria and also has a chocolate genie in its 
midst, concocting delicious-but-naughty treats.

Kirklinton Hall and Gardens



www.levenshall.co.uk

Being home to 100 pieces of topiary, all in individual 
designs, is a claim to fame in itself, even before you throw 
in the fact that Levens Hall and Gardens has the most 
extensive topiary garden in the world!  But then, Levens 
has its own secret-recipe ‘Morocco Ale’, the details of 
which had to be buried in the garden for their protection 
during the Civil War.  Outside, it also has an unusual 
vertical sundial that marks the passage of time, whilst 
inside it boasts the earliest English-made pair of pistols 
in the country and a crimson velvet Arabian saddle that 
belonged to the Egyptian ruler, Elphi Bey, and which 
was given to Napoleon during his Egyptian campaign. 
Other of Napoleon’s possessions can be seen on a Battle 
of Waterloo Trail, including a pair of interlocking bees 
from his coach. How is this possible? Well, the Duke of 
Wellington gave many pieces to his favourite niece, Lady 
Mary Wellesley, who married Sir Charles Bagot of Levens.

Levens Hall & Gardens
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www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/laner-
cost-priory

Lanercost once housed Augustine canons, and 
you can almost breathe in the fiery, violent 
atmosphere surrounding a sanctum of prayer on 
the Anglo-Scottish border, where canons were 
regularly captured and held to ransom.  Founded 
in 1165-1174, the priory, welcomed King Edward 1 
several times and having fallen ill, he stayed for 
six months in 1306.   He also presented Lanercost 
with the St Mary Magdalene statue still to be 
seen near the eaves. Whilst here, he ordered that 
Robert the Bruce’s brothers be sent to Carlisle for 
execution.  Revenge came in August 1311, when 
Robert made Lanercost his headquarters for three 
days, “committing infinite evils”.  With stones taken 
from Hadrian’s Wall, a medieval inscription from 
1214, beautifully preserved cloisters and an exquisite 
terracotta effigy of a four-month-old child, there 
are numerous claims to fame here.

Lanercost Priory, near Brampton 

www.lakelandmotormuseum.co.uk

This museum boasts over 30,000 exhibits, including 140 
classic cars and motorbikes acquired over the course of 50 
years.  This includes the Honda CBR 1000 Fireblade that 
motorbiking legend, John McGuinness, rode to victory in 
the Senior TT in 2007 and 2008 and also the Superbike TTs 
of those years. This was the first bike to exceed an average 
lap time of 130mph (2007).  A special Bluebird tribute to 
speed-record legends Sir Malcolm and Donald Campbell 
features full-sized replicas of the 1935 Bluebird car, the 1939 
Bluebird boat K4 and the 1967 jet hydroplane Bluebird K7, 
whilst a Vincent motorcycle collection, showcasing the 
Rolls-Royces of the motorcycle world, includes a 1948 HRD 
Vincent Black Lightning 998cc V-Twin.  With possibly the 
largest collection of motoring memorabilia on display in 
Britain, some must-see exhibits such as a 1930s Dodgem 
Car from New Brighton and Al Capone’s former ‘wheels’, 
plus the Bluebird Electric 1 – the vehicle that broke the 
British speed record for an electric vehicle in 1997, after 
development by Sir Malcolm Campbell’s grandson - this is a 
haven for petrol-heads and lovers of classic vehicles.

Lakeland Motor Museum

RUBY ANNIVERSARY - 1978 - 2018

 www.mirehouse.com

Beautiful Mirehouse, bordering Bassenthwaite Lake 
near Keswick, has huge claims to fame, having 
strong associations with some of the biggest names 
in 19th century arts circles – Wordsworth, Constable, 
Southey, Carlisle and, in particular, Alfred Lord 
Tennyson.  Tennyson became friends with Mirehouse 
owner, James Spedding, at Cambridge and was a 
frequent visitor to Mirehouse, even during his 1850 
honeymoon.  He dedicated various poems to James, 
including ‘To JS’ and ‘Dear Friend’ and, during a 
period of grief in 1835, sold his Chancellor’s Gold 
Medal for English verse to escape to Mirehouse 
for a period of time.  Much of ‘Morte D’Arthur’ was 
composed around Bassenthwaite and Mirehouse 
also proudly displays a portrait of Tennyson waiting 
for the rain to cease in the garden potting shed in 
the Bee Garden – a garden that still delights visitors 
today.

Mirehouse & Gardens
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www.muncaster.co.uk

Muncaster has achieved fame thanks to being one of 
the most haunted castles in Britain, which is in turn 
tied in with the history of the ‘Tom Fool’ of legend, aka 
Thomas Skelton, whose spirit still plays tricks.  The castle’s 
Tapestry Room is especially spooky and inexplicable 
happenings include door handles turning by themselves, 
footsteps in corridors down which nobody is walking, 
the crying of a child, the sound of a lady comforting a 
sick child with song and strange spells of cold. Outside 
there is also the spectre of a White Lady, so there’s no 
wonder Muncaster is known for its overnight Ghost 
Sits and scientific vigils.  The gardens are admired for 
their wonderful rhododendrons and the Sino-Himalayan 
gardens feature specimens rarely seen in the West.  It’s 
also pretty mind-blowing to know that, when you are 
standing in these gardens, it is very similar to standing at 
11,000 feet in the Himalayan foothills.

Muncaster Castle, Gardens, Hawk & Owl Centre

www.rumstory.co.uk

Where else can you learn the dark story of the sugar, 
rum and slave trade in the original shop, courtyard, 
cellars and bonded warehouses of a family (the 
Jeffersons) who were one of the first families to 
import sugar and then rum, way back in 1785? Their 
dark rum can still be bought today – and there’s a 
tot on offer too to visitors – but it is the storytelling 
that makes this attraction so powerful, whether 
you are learning about the slaves taken from their 
villages, or the story of American Prohibition. The 
American links to Whitehaven, where the Rum Story 
is based are also pretty good claims to fame, it being 
the only place to be attacked by America during 
the American War of Independence (April 22 1778) 
and also the place where you can find the grave of 
George Washington’s grandmother, Mildred Warner 
Gale.

The Rum Story

www.lakelandmuseum.org.uk

Whilst this museum offers many fascinating reflections 
of farming, mining and tanning in the Lake District, 
visitors heading here before December 2018 can see a 
100-year-old suffragist banner, as carried by suffragettes 
campaigning for votes for women a century ago, and 
also learn more about the incredible women who fought 
for women’s rights.  MOLLI, as it is known, won the first 
ever UK Museum of the Year award in 1973, having been 
opened in 1971 by HRH Princess Alexandra.  Visitors 
can see a display dedicated to children’s author Arthur 
Ransome (Swallows & Amazons), containing some of his 
personal possessions, visit a farmhouse parlour, see a 17th 
century four-poster bed, walk down a typical Victorian 
street and see a Ruskin lace bag.  With much more to do, 
it is a museum delivering true Lake District sense of place.

Museum of Lakeland Life and Industry 

www.ruskinmuseum.com     
  

Being described as the museum that’s “the most 
thought-provoking in the Lakes” (The Rough Guide 
to the Lake District), sets the scene when it comes 
to the Ruskin Museum’s claims to fame. Also dubbed 
a ‘cabinet of curiosities’, it contains the possessions 
and memorabilia of some big hitters – speed ace, 
Donald Campbell, philosopher, painter, philanthropist 
and writer John Ruskin, and writer, Arthur Ransome.  
This means it is home to everything from the Bristol-
Siddleley Orpheus engine from Campbell’s Bluebird 
K7, which lay at the bottom of Coniston for 34 years, 
to Ransome’s sailing dinghy, Mavis, (the inspiration for 
the Amazon of ‘Swallows and Amazons’, and Ruskin’s 
funeral pall of hand-spun, hand-woven Langdale 
linen, embroidered with wild roses and buds.  Five-
hundred-million-year-old rocks are also its focus, not 
to mention the Stone Age fell walkers who became 
axe traders, dry stone walls and a whole heap more.

The Ruskin Museum
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www.swarthmoorhall.co.uk

There is no disputing Swarthmoor’s claim to fame, 
with the 16th century country house having been 
the birthplace of the Quaker movement.  The house, 
owned by Judge Thomas Fell and his wife Margaret, 
welcomed George Fox in 1652 and Margaret 
became interested in his doctrines. Fox then made 
Swarthmoor the headquarters for his religious 
movement and, after the death of Thomas, married 
Margaret Fell.  Visitors today can see six historic 
rooms and examples of 17th century furniture and 
should pay particular attention to the quilt in the 
Fells’ bedroom as, outside in the gardens, they can 
see a ‘living quilt’ replica. They can also look out for 
yew trees, as one was planted to mark every birth in 
the family. 

Swarthmoor Hall

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/steam-yacht-gondola

This magnificent steam vessel’s claim to fame is that she 
was probably the inspiration for Captain Flint’s houseboat in 
the Arthur Ransome classic children’s book, ‘Swallows and 
Amazons’. She is also the oldest steam yacht in the North, 
having been originally built in 1859, modelled on a Venetian 
burchiello, as depicted in various Canaletto paintings. She 
was commissioned, by Barrow-on-Furness’s first mayor, 
Sir James Ramsden, to ferry Victorian visitors up and 
down the stunning lake, as they languished in her opulent 
saloons, or took in the fresh Lakes air and the backdrop of 
the Coniston fells, whilst out on deck.  In the 1930s, she was 
decommissioned and became a houseboat from 1946 to 
the early 60s, before being beached in a storm. Following 
her restoration, her second launch was another 15 minutes 
of fame in 1980, when the water level was too low for her 
to float and she got stuck in mud, to the strains of Rule 
Britannia!

Steam Yacht Gondola 

www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stott-park-
bobbin-mill

Stott Park enjoys a unique status as the only working 
bobbin mill left in the Lake District. Visitors are taken on 
a tree-to-bobbin journey, which includes seeing the 1835 
mill’s original belt-driven machinery that 250 men and boys 
once operated as they created the bobbins that were so 
vital to Lancashire’s spinning and weaving industry, to the 
tune of around 250,000 per week.  The Victorian mill used 
birch, ash and sycamore wood, drawing on its coppiced 
woodlands and water power for raw materials and power. 
Thanks to expansion and the arrival of the railway in 1869, 
it survived the impacts of the Cotton Famine of 1860 – one 
of the reasons it is still on the landscape and able to provide 
insight and tours to visitors wishing to understand the type 
of enterprise that helped drive the Industrial Revolution.  As 
well as leaving enlightened, visitors can depart Stott Park 
with a bobbin!

Stott Park Bobbin Mill 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/sizergh

Sizergh Castle’s kudos and its claim to fame 
definitely come from its magnificent Elizabethan 
Inlaid Chamber.  This is one of the finest examples 
of inlaid panelling ever made for an English country 
house, featuring sumptuous light and dark inlays of 
poplar and bog oak that create a shimmering effect 
in the wood.  The craftsmanship is accentuated by an 
elaborate plasterwork ceiling and a frieze reminiscent 
of Henry VIII’s magnificent Great Watching Chamber 
at Hampton Court Palace.  Sizergh has been owned 
by the Strickland family for 750 years and its floors 
have been trodden by notable people such as 
Katherine Parr – Henry VIII’s sixth wife.  The gardens 
boast a magnificent Limestone Rock Garden and are 
home to over 175 varieties of fern, forming part of the 
National Collection of Hardy Ferns.

Sizergh Castle



www.nationaltrust.org.uk/townend

At Townend, once home to the Yeoman farmer, Ben 
Browne, and family, there’s the opportunity to see a 
recipe book from 1699 on the parlour table, written 
by Elizabeth Birkett, who became Ben Browne’s 
wife in 1702.  This allows visitors to examine 57 
numbered pages carrying details of eighty 17th 
century cookery and medicinal recipes and 25 
household ones. What’s more, you can experience 
living history by heading to Townend on a Thursday 
afternoon, as some of the recipes are recreated.  A 
visit is a rich experience that throws in a few other 
one-offs, as visitors can learn how to burn a candle 
at both ends and hear how a crafty chambermaid 
outwitted a rich merchant, if they take a tour.

Townend

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wordsworth-house

Being the birthplace of England’s best-known poet, William 
Wordsworth, is a huge claim to fame.  Here, visitors can 
tread in the footsteps of both William and his sister Dorothy, 
imagining William chasing butterflies in the garden, whilst 
hunting bugs and bees themselves, or viewing the Derwent, 
which he described as the “fairest of all rivers”, having 
already met costumed servants who help transport visitors 
back to the 1770s.  Arriving via Britain’s best drive – the 
A591- is another major plus at any time of year.  Those 
visiting before October 28 2018 can also see the war diary 
of Edward Thomas, rather unique thanks to its eerie arc of 
creases caused by the shell blast that killed the poet. There 
is the opportunity to view handwritten manuscripts of some 
of his poems, and reflect on life in the WW1 trenches, by 
visiting ‘Where Poppies Blow’ – an exhibition curated by 
author John Lewis-Stempel.

Wordsworth House 

www.forestry.gov.uk/whinlatter

Whinlatter is the country’s only true Mountain 
Forest, but also a key part of the landscape that 
was awarded UNESCO World Heritage Status for 
its role in inspiring writers, artists and thinkers over 
the course of many centuries. The forest has living 
culture winding through its trees and around its forest 
walking and mountain biking trails, whether that 
revolves around visitors drawing water from a stream 
using an Archimedes screw, or following the 1.25-mile 
Highway Rat Trail – a celebration of the latest book by 
Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler, which brings the 
characters and plot to life, whether you are wearing 
the rat mask in the activity pack that can be bought 
at the Visitor Centre, or merely following the trail and 
having great fun.

Whinlatter



Ravenglass

SILLOTH

BARROW-IN-
FURNESS

GRANGE-OVER-
SANDS

Bowness-on
-Solway

CARLISLE

GLENRIDDING

COCKERMOUTH

KENDAL

WORKINGTON

GRASMERE

Broughton-in-
Furness

Gosforth

CONISTON

ULVERSTON

Longtown

Wigton

Hesket Newmarket

Caldbeck

Bassenthwaite
Lake

Crummock
Water

Loweswater
Derwentwater

Buttermere
Ennerdale Water

Wastwater Rydal 
Water

Esthwaite
Water

Coniston
Water Windermere

Thirlmere

Ullswater

Talkin Tarn

B o r r o w d a l e

W a s d a l e

L a n g d a l e

E n n e r d a l e

D u d d o n
V a l l e y L y t h  V a l l e y

Y O R K S H I R E

C O U N T Y
D U R H A M

KESWICK

KIRKBY LONSDALE

SEDBERGH

APPLEBY

PENRITH

ALSTON

KIRKBY 
STEPHEN

Brough

WINDERMERE

AMBLESIDE

WHITEHAVEN
Shap

Orton

Muncaster

HAWKSHEAD

Cartmel

Carnforth

Grizedale

EGREMONT

Tebay

Pooley Bridge

Temple
Sowerby

Langwathby

Nenthead

Lazonby

Newby Bridge

Aspatria

B5
25

9

B5
30

0

B5301
B5302

A596

A65

A5074 A684

B6
25

9

B6
26

0

A685

A6
83

A68
6

A6

A69

7A

A74

A6071

B5307
A69

B6318
B6318

A689

A6

WRYNOSE

PASS

HONISTERPASS

HARDKNOTT PASS

ENOTSKRIK
SSAP 

N
o

r
t

h
 

 
P

e
n

n
i

n
e

s
 

Brampton

Millom

Allonby

MARYPORT

St Bees

BOWNESS

Hutton-in-the-Forest

Greystoke

Dalemain

Mungrisdale

Lowther

Ravenstonedale

DentSizergh
Levens

Brantwood

Elterwater
Kentmere

Patterdale

Birdoswald

Lanercost

Dalton-in-Furness

Seascale Eskdale

 

 
  

  
 
   

  

 

  

  
 

M6

M6

M6

M6

M6
A590

A591

A591

A591

A591

A595

A595

A595

A595

A595

A595
A595

A595

A66

A66
A66

A590

A590 M6

5535333

444333434

363366

33377

38388

3933939

4040404

414141

42422

4343433

4444444

SSS

Abbot Hall Art Gallery
Acorn Bank 
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Museum of Lakeland  
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Steam Yacht Gondola 
Stott Park Bobbin Mill 
Swarthmore Hall 
Townend, Troutbeck 
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